
Teleconference Notes,  March 05, 2014, 10:30 – 11:30
1-877-413-4790   conference ID  3381344#

 @RiskAUG

Monthly RAUG meeting
The Risk Assessment Users Group meets by telephone on the first Wednesday of every month, 10:30  - 
11:30 am Pacific Time. It has met in person with the Canadian Hazus User Group at the annual 
Canadian Risk and Hazards Network Symposium. The forum shares knowledge about using Risk 
Assessment for disaster reduction decisions in Canada.  It was supported by NRCan's Quantitative Risk
Assessment Project of the Public Safety Geoscience Program until March 2014.

Attendees:
Trevor Allen, NRCan

Alain Goudreau, DRDC

Nicky Hastings, NRCan

Murray Journeay, NRCan

Marleen de Ruiter, UBC

Jessica Shoubridge, Contractor

Bert Struik, NRCan

Solomon Tesfamariam, UBC

Tim Webb, ESSA

Maggie Wojtarowicz, NRCan

Agenda
Meet and greet
News and views 
Vignette: Risk assessment and the City of Vancouver earthquake strategy; by Jessica Shoubridge, 
Vancouver, BC.

Updates

Previous meeting

The RAUG summarized activities of interest and heard from Ross Stein, United States Geological 
Survey, on the Global Earthquake Model and OpenQuake. Dr. Stein outlined why a global earthquake 
hazard model was important and how it got started. He described its potential influence to improve risk 
reduction decisions when all countries base their decisions on a standard global earthquake hazard 
interpretation. OpenQuake is the earthquake risk assessment tool that would use the global earthquake 
hazard model. The Open Quake initiative is seeking best data sets for asset exposure and vulnerability 
to earthquake induced sharing, landslides, ground disruption, tsunamis and fire.



The RAUG twitter feed has been added to the website. http://raug.mhrisk.ca

Last meeting

This is probably the last meeting of the RAUG. The RAUG website will be maintained throughout 
2014, providing access to past meeting material including podcasts.  Bert hopes to set up a meeting for 
June 4, 2014 before the summer break.

Project-inventory project

Two months ago, for the Risk Assessement Project inventory on the RAUG website, an email with 
spreadsheet template was sent to each member of the group. That email requested basic information 
about your risk assessment project to build the project inventory. No responses were received.

Risk Assessment User news

Solomon plans to follow up on the Marty Zaleski Hazus study for Victoria with research on better 
vulnerability functions for structures.

Upcoming events

9th International Conference on Risk Analysis and Hazard Mitigation

June 4-6 2014, New Forest, UK
http://www.wessex.ac.uk/14-conferences/risk-analysis-2014.html

GeoHazards6

June 15-18 2014, Kingston, Canada

http://www.geohazards6.ca/

22nd Annual Conference of the Society for Risk Analysis - Europe

June 16-18 2014, Istanbul, Turkey.

http://www.sraeurope.org/home.aspx?pag=1252

5th International Disaster and Risk IDRC

August 24-28 2014, Davos, Switzerland

URL:http://idrc.info/pages_new.php/5th-IDRC-Davos-2014/1121/1/

5th Annual Roundtable of the Canadian National Platform for Disaster Risk 
Reduction

October 21, 2014, Toronto

http://raug.mhrisk.ca/
url:http://idrc.info/pages_new.php/5th-IDRC-Davos-2014/1121/1/
http://www.sraeurope.org/home.aspx?pag=1252
http://www.geohazards6.ca/
http://www.wessex.ac.uk/14-conferences/risk-analysis-2014.html


 11th Annual CRHNet Symposium

October 22-24, 2014,  Toronto

http://www.crhnet.ca

Vignette:  Risk assessment and the City of Vancouver earthquake 
strategy; by Jessica Shoubridge, Vancouver, BC.

Notes

Risk assessment is not always part of the response plannintg.

The earthquake and flood risk assessment process was linked to that being done for climate change.

The city developed 12 priorities and 44 support actions as part of their earthquake risk management 
strategy.

Recommends better input data for earthquake risk loss estimates.

Analyzed slope steepness in preparation for a landslide and ground disruption model, though it was not 
incorporated into the final risk assessment. A LiDAR survey over Vancouver was used to constrain the 
slope steepness study. 

Discussion: 

Q: What happened to the earthquake Hazus analysis?

A: some are ongoing. UBC building information transferred to the city. No soil mapping was included.

Q: Did the city complete the earthquake loss-estimation?

A: They were able to generate an earthquake loss estimate report and are still trouble shooting.

C: Nicky saw that the Hazus run was done.

Q: Is the flood model available?

A: Vancouver was concentrating on the flood hazard scenario and they would follow that with the risk 
assessment done through an RFP.

Q: How did the city deal with the disparate age of the buildings?

A: Detailed mapping

Q: Was the Hazus earthquake loss-estimate and the earthquake risk assessment and strategy seen as a 
one off?

A: yes

http://www.crhnet.ca/


Q: What were the barriers to integration of a risk assessment?

A: Data set work legacy. Need an earthquake event to generate political will. Opportunity opened 
because of Climate Change.  It would help to have support from higher levels of government. That 
would provide more of an impetus and provide an overall strategic context.

C: It is important to make risk assessment on-going rather than a one-off. This was emphasized by 
several people on the phone line.

C: It is important to maintain the risk assessment method and its incorporation into decision support 
and to not throw it out if you change risk assessment tools.

C: Sustainability is the key

C: the Time is now.

Q-C: Would the city consider outsourcing the data management.?
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