
Teleconference Notes,  September 04, 2013, 10:30 – 11:30
1-877-413-4790   conference ID  3381344#

 @RiskAUG

Monthly RAUG meeting 
The Risk Assessment Users Group meets by telephone on the first Wednesday of every month, 10:30  - 
11:30 am Pacific Time. It meets in person with the Hazus User Group at the annual Canadian Risk and 
Hazards Network Symposium. The forum is to share knowledge about  incorporating Risk Assessment 
into disaster reduction decisions in Canada.  It is a forum supported by NRCan's Quantitative Risk 
Assessment Project of the Public Safety Geoscience Program until March 2014.

Greeting and Introduction

Last meeting

Conversation about using risk anlysis to calculate the benefit/cost ratios of developments by Bert Struik 
and Murray Journeay.
The notes and pod cast are posted to the RAUG website: http://raug.mhrisk.ca in the folder 
RAUG_Meeting_2013-05-01
Material from all past meetings is now on the website on the Library page in date order.

Web site changes

Projects have been added to the RAUG website Projects page.. Check it out. Send Bert your project 
outlines and they will be posted.

Blogs are written to the site occasionally. One on risk assessment dialects is available. Past blogs are 
also available. Check out the Blog page.

Upcoming events

Canada’s Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction: November 5, 2013, in Regina, 
Saskatchewan

4th Annual National Roundtable on Disaster Risk Reduction. Call for Abstracts coming in mid June.

http://raug.mhrisk.ca/


Building Blocks of Resilience: Local, National and Global Perspectives

La 4e Table ronde nationale annuelle de la Plate-forme du Canada pour la 
réduction des risques de catastrophe:  5 novembre 2013 à Regina, 
Saskatchewan

Les composantes de base de la résilience : perspectives régionales, nationales et globales

The Roundtable will host a breakout session on Risk Assessment in which the future operation of the 
Risk Assessment Users Group will be discussed. The RAUG requires new operating system to continue 
and that will be part of the ongoing discussion at our monthly meetings and at the Roundtable in 
Regina.

CRHNet Symposium Regina, November 5-8

Sessions on the all hazards risk assessment, agricultural flood risk and hazus flood module

http://crhnet2013.mhrisk.ca

Metro Vancouver Risk Assessment Inventory Database (Carlos)

Inventory databases for the north shore of Metro Vancouver are nearly completion and those for all of 
Metro Vancouver are getting there.

Discussions

RAUG's Future

Background:

The RAUG is supported until March 2014 by the Risk Assessment Project of NRCan's Public Safety 
Geoscience Program. Bert Struik has been facilitating. The RAUG has used a model of one off monthly 
contributions, focusing either on an invited or volunteer speaker or a topic of discussion. Other than 
being about risk assessment, the monthly contributions followed no other theme. Because NRCan was 
facilitating, topics were often based on their current research or interest. Topic suggestions and 
operations were open to contribution from the user group members, though often, they were left to the 
facilitator to decide.

The RAUG is nearing the end of facilitation by NRCan, though NRCan would continue to contribute to 
the user group should it continue past March 2014. A new operational model would be needed for the 
group to continue. The discussion is started now to achieve some resolution by March 2014.

Connie Cheung (PSC), Ernest McGillivray (NB), and Bert Struik (NRCan) are hosting a breakout of 
discussion on Risk Assessment and its support in Canada at the annual Roundtable of the Canadian 
Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction to be held November 5, 2013 in Regina. The RAUG user group is 
on that table as one contribution for discussion.

http://crhnet2013.mhrisk.ca/


Considerations

Continue (value?)?

Leadership?

Direction?

Conversation

Carlos: 

• It has been useful and it would be good to continue if it it has the interest and support of a large 
enough group. 

• Leadership requires considerable effort based on past experience

• Suggest operating model of the user group establishing a yearly charter of time-limited 
objectives that create deliverables.

• Other option is to let this model playout its course until March 2014, and see what emerges.

Maggie:

• What is a national working group and how does the RAUG discussion fit in?

A: The Canadian Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction is a national forum, sponsored primarily 
by Public Safety Canada. It's mandate is to provide a platform for targeted pan-Canadian 
activities that further the policy agenda of disaster risk reduction in Canada. It has a 
management Board. It has formal working groups that report to that board and which have their 
own boards and chairs that devise projects that contribute to national disaster risk reduction 
policy. The working group board members are from sectors of society that reflect the Working 
Group's charter.  Connie Cheung, Public Safety Canada, had devised a breakout session at the 
upcoming annual Roundtable meeting of the Canadian Platform (Regina, Nov. 5) to discuss risk 
assessment for disaster reduction. She invited Bert to present on the Risk Assessment Users 
Group as a framework for longer term support of the risk assessment community of practice. 
That is now set up.

Bert will share with the RAUG distribution list a draft of the Risk Assessment session planned 
for the National Roundtable in Regina.

• Would a Risk Assessment Working Group and a RAUG be the same thing?

A: not really. A RA working group would have a small management board that manages 
projects. A Risk Assessment User Group would be open to the risk assessment community of 
practice. It may be a service of the working group, a project, or some variant.

Bert:

• What is your opinion on whether the RAUG should operate as a discussion, help, meeting-by-
meeting topics style or as a project-based style? For example a project could be based on the 
topic of the day: creating a multi-“lingual” risk dictionary.

Maggie:



• Do you plan to provide a list of potential working group topics at the Platform meeting?

A: not the intention. The idea is to discuss risk assessment needs in Canada and see if that group sees 
value in a formal risk assessment users group and working group under the platform.

• It is good to put up such topics to draw attention and focus discussion.

A: They would do that. The intention is to make sure that participants define their priorities for work

and own solutions to those. Straw dogs could be put up for the RAUG.

Connie:

• Explained the intent and structure of the planned session on risk assessment at the national 
roundtable in Regina. Offer to share the planning document of the session with the RAUG 
membership.

• Would like people to think about 

• Risk assessment process.

• Types of risk assesment in Canada

• Point is to discuss the perspectives, taxonomies, applications, uses. Brainstorming what people 
would want from a RAUG and a risk assessment platform.

• The discussion will be summarized and shared with participants.

• Open membership is a tenet of the user group.

Maggie:

• Is the Working Group and RAUG meant to be the same thing?

Connie:

• we need to clarify that.

Maggie:

• Would the RAUG be a support group under the broader Platform working group?

• How does a Working Group operate?

Bert:

• Formal chartered committee under the Platform and which does work, and managed by a board 
composed of the type of representation that under the terms of reference would further the goals 
of the group.

Connie:

• Was not clear that the two types of groups were considered in the plaform discussion.

Maggie:

• Do you already have risk assessment projects and people to work on them to propose to this?

Bert:

• Not the idea in Regina for us to set up a system with projects. It is meant to come out of the 



participants.

• Some straw dogs can be presented.

• Summarized discussion at this meeting

Carlos:

• It would be good to have a yearly face to face meeting to establish the annual RAUG agenda.

Bert:

• That is one of the Canadian challenges for a national organization, and is why previously we 
planned face to face meetings at the CRHNet symposia.

Carlos:

• Can we videoconference several sites?

Bert:

• Yes. We can determine a good time of year and active sites and connect them, perhaps around 
the CRHNet meeting. [Challenge with CRHNet meeting is its lack of videoconference facility. 
Perhaps affiliate universities could help]

• I will compile the discussion and resources and ship out to the RAUG with a suite of questions 
on options and next steps.

Dialects of risk (shelved)

Does each sector have its own risk management dialect? Do we need to learn all the dialects if we want 
to work across sectors?

Check out the recent blog and the 2013-09-04 slide deck on http://raug.mhrisk.ca

This discussion was shelved to concentrate on the future operating system for the RAUG.

http://raug.mhrisk.ca/
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